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Against the Tide
LESSONS IN HOPE AND PERSEVERANCE FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL
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To stay up to date with our sermons,
make sure sure you visit

www.stpauls.church/daniel
Also don’t forget that we love when families are
learning together, you can find our Daniel Series
Family Devotions at

www.stpauls.church/familydevotions
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Study 1: Is God even here?
GOD IS SOVEREIGN, EVEN IN BABYLON

1. Read Daniel 1:1-7. In these verses how do we see Nebuchadnezzar
stamping his authority?

2. Who is in control of what is happening in these verses? From where do
you get this in the text?

3. Read Daniel 1:8-21. In verses 4-8 Daniel and his friends are being
taught many things. What are they being taught? What do think is the
desired outcome of such learning?

4. What aspects of Daniel’s time in the palace would compromise his
Jewish beliefs (look at Deuteronomy 12:20-25; 12:26-28; 16:16-17;
18:9-13; Numbers 6:1-4)? What aspects would not matter? In light of
this, why might Daniel’s focus on food and wine be surprising? What else
might you expect him to object to?
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5. What explanation can you give for the good health of Daniel and his
friends? What does this say about who is control?

Going Deeper.

6. In what ways are Christians today asked to compromise their faith (to
give up their identity)?

7. What do we learn about our interactions with those governing? How
can we do this better? What things are happening that can cause us to
doubt that God is in control? What things are happening to encourage us
that God is in control?

Making It Stick.

8. Read Titus 2:11-14. What earthly pleasures do you need to say “no” to
live a godly life?

9. What things are most important to you? How do we draw our identity
from these things?

10. What things ought we do to remind us that God is in control?
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Study 2: What looks mighty will
turn to dust
ONLY THE LIVING GOD SEES THE FUTURE AND OUTLASTS EVERYONE
TO MAKE IT HAPPEN

1.Read Daniel 2:1-23. What is unusual about what Nebuchadnezzar asks
of his advisors?

2. How does God show that he is in control in this chapter? What is said
that there is a need for a God that is bigger than any human?

3. Read Daniel 2:24-49. What is God’s part in revealing and interpreting
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? What was Daniel’s part?

4. What were the rise and fall of various powerful empires all heading
toward (verses 44-45)?

5. Read Luke 20:17-19. How does Jesus link the image of Daniel 2:44-45
to himself?
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Going Deeper.

6. What do we learn about God from this chapter?

7. What things do you notice about Daniel’s response in prayer to having
the dream revealed and answered in Daniel 2:20-23? How does it sum up
the whole story of chapter 2?

8. How does this dream line up with other parts of Scripture, for example,
Psalm 2? Can you think of any others?

Making It Stick.

9. What impact does this chapter have on Nebuchadnezzar, on Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego? What, if any, impact does this have on
Babylon?

10. The meaning of the dream was intended for the pagan king, not the
godly servant. What does this mean for us today?
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Study 3: Faithful in the furnace
THE RIGHT RESP ONSE TO PRESSURE FROM THE WORLD TO WORSHIP
IDOLS, IS TRUE WORSHIP OF THE TRUE GOD, WHO IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL

1.Read Daniel 3:1-7. Given that at the end of chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar
acknowledges Daniel’s God as the God of gods, what do these verses in
chapter 3 reveal about his understanding? What does Nebuchadnezzar
make and for what purpose?

2. In which verses do we see reference made to Nebuchadnezzar and the
words “set up”? What point do you think is being made by the repetition?

3. Read Daniel 3:8-30. What choice are Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego left with? Was there really an option at all? If not, why not?

4. In verses 16-18 what two things do Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
know about God in this situation and what do they not know?
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5. What is the response of Nebuchadnezzar to the saving of the three men?

Going Deeper.

6. What, do you think, is the point of the fourth person in the furnace?

7. Read 1 Peter 4:12-16. What do you learn about suffering in these
verses?

8. In this story we see that God saved them in the fire not from the fire.
What does this story teach us about suffering?

Making It Stick.

9. What kind of trials has God brought you through? How do we see our
way through such trials?

10. The trials that are particularly mentioned in Daniel 3 and 1 Peter 4
are those that come due to standing up for Jesus name. What kind of trials
do you face and how do we handle them?
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Study 4: How the mighty will fall
SELF-MADE SUCCESS IS TEMP ORARY AND EMPTY, ONLY THE KINGDOM
OF GOD WILL LAST FOREVER

1. Read Daniel 4:1-3. How are these verses surprising compared with the
words Nebuchadnezzar speaks at the beginning of the previous chapters?

2. Read Daniel 4:4-37. Nebuchadnezzar thinks of himself as a great king,
even a god. What limitations does he display in this story?

3. What attitude showed Nebuchadnezzar needed to be humbled, that his
perspective showed he was living in darkness ?

4. In verses 32-33 what image is created of Nebuchadnezzar? Why is this
significant to the book of Daniel?

5. What had this king learned to do (verses 34-35, 36)?

10

Going Deeper.

6. Why is it a good thing for the king to lose everything that he had
achieved, and to be utterly humiliated? How is this similar and different to
Job?

7. Compare Daniel 4 with Psalm 131. What has the Psalmist learned that
Nebuchadnezzar had not, given that they were both content (Dan 4:4; Ps
131:3)? How would you define pride? What do we learn about pride?

8. How do you reconcile, in Daniel 4:35, God’s apparent lack of
accountability? What is it about God and his character that helps to
understand this?

Making It Stick.

9. Can you think of a time when God humbled you or someone you
know? How did you feel? What was the outcome?

10. What can we do to remain humble? What can we do maintain our
place before God?
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Study 5: The writing is on the wall
GOD HAS NUMBERED THE DAYS OF ALL WHO OPP OSE HIM, SO HANG ON

1. Read Daniel 5. This chapter corresponds to chapter 4 where we see a
king humbled but with different responses and outcomes. This would be
the last night of the Babylonian empire. What do you think the king is
trying to prove by his actions in verses 2-4?

2. What lesson did Belshazzar not learn from his fathers’ example? See
verses 22-24.

3. Read Daniel 5:10-13. Why do you think Daniel never seems to be
front and centre when something strange happens or there is a dream?
Someone usually sends for him or he finds out later in the case of Ch. 3.

4. Why does God act so quickly to overthrow Belsahazzar when he has
given Nebuchadnezzar a few opportunities?
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Going Deeper.

5. Read Daniel 5:27. Why can believers have confidence that they will not
be found wanting? Do you ever get concerned that you will not measure
up? If not why not? If so why?

6. In the days of Babylon, a clear distinction was made between things that
were sacred and things that were common. Today there are things that are
not seen as sacred. Can you name some things that are no longer sacred?
How do we set ourselves up today against the Lord of Heaven?

7. Belshazzar is very proud and arrogant. In what ways are we similar
(perhaps look at Matt 7:1-5; John 9:1-3; Romans 2:1-4; James 2:8-11)?

Making It Stick.

8. Read 2 Corinthians 10:5. Can you think of ways that we can do this?
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Study 6: No power of hell, no
scheme of man
IN THE FACE OF INTENSE PRESSURE, GOD VINDICATES THE ONE WHO
TRUSTS IN HIM

1. Read Daniel 6:1-10. What motivated Daniel to pray in v10? How is
this challenging?

2. Read 1 Kings 8:46-51. Why was it Daniel’s custom to pray towards
Jerusalem three times a day? What might this say to us about our prayer
life?

3. Read Daniel 6:11-24. What evidence is there in this passage that this
newly appointed king already genuinely cared for Daniel?

4. Why exactly did Daniel claim to have been rescued? How can this be
true?

5. Read Daniel 6:25-28. What had the king learnt from this incident
about the character of God that he felt all people should know?
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Going Deeper.

6. Read 2 Timothy 4:9-18. Why is Paul so confident that the Lord will
continue to rescue him from the metaphorical lion’s mouth? How does
this reconcile with the fact that he is obviously struggling with his previous
partners all deserting him?

7. Read 1 Peter 1:6-7. What reason does this give as to why God doesn’t
just deliver us all from troubles in the first place? How do you feel about
this?

Making It Stick.

8. In vv1-5 how does Daniel set an example or challenge you in how he
conducts himself at work (even in working for a hated foreign power)?
What might you change about the way you work so that, with Daniel, you
can say with confidence “Nor have I ever done any wrong before you”?

9. Timothy 3:12 tells us that everyone who wants to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted. How does this affect your attitude to the
intersection of your faith and work, knowing that, like Daniel, people are
watching?

10. Daniel is described by the king as a “servant of the living God, whom
you serve continually”. What might you need to address in your life so
that your children or colleagues might describe you similarly?
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Study 7: No power of hell, no
scheme of man
NO MATTER HOW LONG HISTORY CONTINUES, AND WHO RISES UP
ALONG THE WAY, ONLY THE SON OF MAN HAS AUTHORITY, GLORY
AND SOVEREIGN P OWER

1. Read Daniel 7:1-8. This dream is evocatively visual. What picture are
you left with after reading it? What in each description suggests there is
more going on than simply scary beasts arising from a chaotic sea?

2. Read Daniel 7:9-14. How are the next two figures seen by Daniel
different from the former four?

3. What does the Ancient of Days do to the beasts?

4. How does the Son of Man differ to the beasts?
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5. Read Daniel 7:15-18. What does the court attender tell Daniel is the
meaning of this?

Going Deeper.

6. What about this dream is reminiscent of things already read in Daniel?

7. What do you make of the description of Jesus in Revelation 1:10-16?
How does this link to Daniel 7?

Making It Stick.

8. References to the Son of Man abound in the New Testament. How
does the juxtaposition of Daniel 7:13-14 fit with Mark 10.45? How
do you think this should affect our everyday lives as parents, friends,
colleagues and bosses?
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9. John 5.27 says that the Son of Man has been given all authority so that
he can judge. How does Matthew 25:31-40 describe this judgement?
How do you think this should affect our everyday lives?

10. Luke 5:17-24 describes another aspect to the fact that as the Son of
Man Jesus has been given all authority. What is it? How should this affect
our everyday lives?

11. Daniel misses the main point explained to him by focusing again on
the fourth beast and its horn. Although his attention is again drawn to
the Son of Man who stands in the place of the people of God (vv26-27)
we’re told Daniel ended up feeling deeply troubled. How do you think we
should feel about this dream if we get our focus right? How does this help
to explain what we see in Acts 7:55-60?
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Study 8: Even the worst days are in
His hand
GOD TELLS US THAT THINGS WILL GET REALLY BAD, BUT THAT HE
REMAINS IN CONTROL , SO HANG ON TO HIM

1. Read Daniel 8:1-7. The visual images Daniel saw are meant to elicit a
response in us. What do you think this imagery is meant to convey?

2. Read Daniel 8:8-12. How might the people of Israel have felt when
this one particular horn was focused upon in the vision so much?

3. What do you think is the purpose of the interpretation in 8:13-14?
How does this interpretation create expectation in the lives of God’s
people?

4. The further explanation in vv15-26 describes actual events and rulers
in the centuries following Daniel’s life. What do you feel God is trying to
achieve by telling Daniel (and through him God’s people) these things?
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Going Deeper.

5. Biblical prophecy generally has multiple fulfilments. If this vision
concerns “the time of the end” (v17,19) what expectations does this vision
create for us as we await Christ’s return?

6. What warning should we gain from verse 24? How does this link with
Jesus’ warning in John 16:1-4?

7. What hope should we gain from verse 25? How does this link to Paul’s
encouragement in Romans 8:31-39?

Making It Stick.

8. How did Daniel respond to this vision in verse 27? Do you think this
was the Lord’s intent?
9. What should we do as God’s people to respond to the violence we see in
the world around us today?
10. How can we as a Small Group practically respond to the destruction of
God’s holy people around the world today?
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Study 9: Kingdom people hang in
for the long haul
THE END IS NOT NECESSARILY AROUND THE CORNER , BUT GOD
KNOWS WHEN IT WILL BE, SO KEEP YOUR EYES ON HIM

1. Read Daniel 9:1-2. How does the timing of the vision correspond to
what Daniel realised from Scripture?

2. Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. Since Babylon had fallen what should Daniel
expect God to do next?

3. Read Daniel 9:3-19. What does Daniel’s prayer teach us about God’s
character? What does it teach us about humanity? How does this lead
towards Daniel’s request?

4. Read Daniel 9:20-23. What is extraordinary about Gabriel’s response?
Why should this actually be straightforward for us who pray in Jesus’
name?

5. Finally read Daniel 9:25-27. Without worrying over the details, what
good and bad news did God have for Daniel?
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Going Deeper.

6. How do you think God ultimately fulfilled verse 24?

7.How would the idea that there are seventy ‘sevens’ rather than simply
seventy years affect Daniel’s understanding?

Making It Stick.

8. What was Daniel’s immediate response to the word according to verse
3? How can we ensure we do similarly when we sit under the word
together?

9. Daniel gives us a model of prayer and confession. How does this
challenge you? How can we shape our own prayers based upon his
pattern?

10. Revelation 3:11-12 gives us good advice on how to respond to a
passage like this. Who do you know that we can practically help to hold
on and hang in there while we wait for Christ to return?
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Study 10: God V Evil: God Wins
THE EVENTS OF THIS WORLD HAVE A SPIRITUAL BATTLE BEHIND
THEM, AND GOD TRIUMPHS - STAND FIRM AND YOU WILL TRIUMPH
WITH HIM!

1. Read Daniel 10. Why do you think so much space is given to relating
how meeting with the divine affected Daniel?

2. What does this passage suggest about the relationship between heavenly
and earthly realities, especially concerning opposition to God and his
purposes?

3. Read Daniel 11:2-20. These verses cover historical events from the year
530-175BC. What do you notice recurring? How would you sum up
these verses?

4. Read Daniel 11:21-35. These verses describe about a ten year period.
What would God’s people experience during this time? What comfort can
be found in verses 24,27,29,35?

5. Read Daniel 12:1-4. How would you summarise this passage’s teaching
on resurrection? Why is this so important considering chapters 10 & 11?
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Going Deeper.

6. What was the angel trying to communicate to Daniel (10:1,14)?

7. Compare Daniel 11:36-45 with 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. What pattern
emerges for those who set themselves up against God and his people?

Making It Stick.

8. Read Ephesians 6:12-18. How does this passage fit with Daniel 10?
What implications does it have for our understanding of the Christian life?

9. What conclusions should we draw from chapter 11 about earthly
political power? What comfort and challenges can we draw from this for
Australia today?

10. Read Daniel 12:5-13. What do these verses say God’s people should
do in response to all of this? What does v13 say will be the reward of
those who endure this period?

24

25

