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HOW TO USE  T H IS BO O K

At St Paul’s we are committed to growing as disciples of Jesus, spurring each other on 
to know and grow in Jesus. We know that God works through His Word powerfully to 
teach and transform us, and so we know the importance of seeing God’s Word regularly 
sown into our lives and throughout the week. 

We do that as we daily personally open God’s Word and depend on Him in prayer. We 
also grow as we meet in our households to read God’s Word together. 

Over time we’ve seen that as we study the same passage from God’s Word in different 
layers in our lives, that God builds depth in our understanding, stronger application in 
our lives, and encouragement in our households and in our church as we learn together. 

As we together dig into Acts 21-28 this term, we are doing that in at least three ways...

CH U RCH
Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to church, or as you watch 
church online. Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided, ready to reflect on 
these personally, as you meet with someone 121, and as you meet up with your Small 
Group.

SMALL GRO UP S
Take this guide with you to your Small Group each week. There are Bible studies for 
each section of Acts 21-28, and space to write down prayer points that come from the 
study that week as well as prayer requests from the members of your group. 

FAMI LY DEVOT IONS
Use the family devotions to open up Acts 21-28 together as a household with devotions 
suitable for a range of ages. You can open up the passages at breakfast, dinner time, just 
before bed or as you baby-sit your grandkids.
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SE T T I NG T H E SCENE
FOR ACTS 21-28

RECAP OF ACTS 1-20

In Acts 1-8 we saw the power of God’s Word, the Gospel, through the power of His 
Spirit, in the life of the early church, as God’s Word began to spread. We saw God’s plan 
for both Jew and Gentile to be brought into His unfolding kingdom, working in and 
through Jesus’ followers: 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

In these chapters we saw Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples to be witnesses to him 
throughout the world, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and the rapid growth 
of the early church. We also saw the continuing opposition to the spread of the gospel 
from the religious leaders through the ministry of Peter, John, Stephen and Philip 
and we were introduced to Saul as he persecuted the church. We saw the Lord taking 
uneducated men, empowering them with the Spirit and His Word for the task He had 
given them. 

In Acts 9-20 we saw the power of God’s Word, the Gospel, as it was taken particularly 
by Peter and Paul to witness to Jesus to the nations. We saw that God’s Word is 
powerful to change and transform even the hardest hearts, seen in Paul’s conversion, 
and in breaking down walls between Jews and Gentiles. We saw that the Word is 
relevant and speaks into every situation, and is powerfully at work even in the face of 
persecution. We saw God answering prayers and fulfilling his redemptive purposes to 
bring all the nations to himself in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. And we 
saw clearly that God’s Word continues to be powerful today. 
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OVERVIEW OF ACTS 21-28

In chapters 21-28 we continue to see the power of God’s Word as it goes out to 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and now begins its journey to the “ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8).

By chapter 21 the attention has shifted solely and particularly to Paul, as he witnesses 
to the resurrected Jesus in Macedonia, Greece, Jerusalem, Caesarea and then finally in 
Rome. We see Paul on trial multiple times before crowds, and before Felix (24), Festus 
(25), and Agrippa (25). And we are reminded of Paul’s powerful testimony of meeting 
Jesus (22:6-21; 26:12-18). We see the fulfilment of Jesus’ words that Paul will suffer for 
his sake (Acts 9:16), encountering opposition and imprisonment, and Jesus’ words to 
his followers about trials and opposition on account of Jesus’ name:

The word of the Lord continues to grow and go forth, even in the midst of Paul being 
persecuted and arrested. The gospel is preached even as Paul stands on trial, and under 
arrest in Rome. It could also be said that the word itself is on trial as it stands up to 
those who would scrutinise it or be unaware of its power. In Paul’s life we see the 
transformative power of God’s saving grace as He takes a former opponent of the gospel 
and makes him into one of its greatest messengers. And that same grace in our own lives 
as a holy God rescues us out of sin and rebellion, and shapes us into ambassadors for his 
kingdom. 

Along the way different travelling companions are mentioned and Paul meets different 
supportive groups of believers on his journey, showing that the word will continue to 
grow and prevail though people like these, no matter what happens to Paul. 

“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over 
to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors, and all on account of my name. And so you will bear testimony to me. 
But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 
For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able 
to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate 
you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you 
will win life.” Luke 21:12-19
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The word of the Lord continues to grow and go forth, even in the midst of Paul being 
persecuted and arrested. The gospel is preached even as Paul stands on trial, and under 
arrest in Rome. It could also be said that the word itself is on trial as it stands up to 
those who would scrutinise it or be unaware of its power. In Paul’s life we see the 
transformative power of God’s saving grace as He takes a former opponent of the gospel 
and makes him into one of its greatest messengers. And that same grace in our own lives 
as a holy God rescues us out of sin and rebellion, and shapes us into ambassadors for his 
kingdom. 

Along the way different travelling companions are mentioned and Paul meets different 
supportive groups of believers on his journey, showing that the word will continue to 
grow and prevail though people like these, no matter what happens to Paul. 

However, more than anything, we see Acts 21-28 as the continuation of the acts of the 
risen Lord Jesus. He is the one who continues to work through his disciples, as they 
witness to his death and resurrection, to the work that Jesus accomplished on the cross. 
We see this particularly in the parallels between the lives of Paul and Jesus in these 
chapters…

• Both come to Jerusalem and after a good initial reception are rejected by the 
people (Luke 19:37-40; Acts 21:17-20)
• Both visit the temple (Luke 19:45-47; Acts 21:26)
• Both are opposed by the Sadducees (Luke 20:27ff; Acts 23:6-8)
• Both are seized by the mob (Luke 22:47-54; Acts 21:30-36)
• Both are struck by the High Priest’s officials (John 18:22; Acts 23:2)
• Both experience four trials (Luke 22:66;23:1, 7, 13; Acts 22:30; 24:1; 25:1ff, 23)
     (from “Teaching Acts” by David Cook, p. 28)

Acts 28:31 provides not only the conclusion to the book of Acts, but also a summary of 
Paul’s ministry in Acts 21-28 - 

He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus 
Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!

Through Paul’s ministry in these chapters, we see that following Jesus often involves 
opposition, suffering and trials, and that as the kingdom of God advances it often meets 
growing opposition. However we also see God’s provision and encouragement of Paul 
in these chapters and we are encouraged to take heart.

As we watch Paul living a life of following Jesus, including riots, court rooms, trials 
and shipwreck, we are left asking: What adventure will Jesus take us on into the 
world? A life following Jesus is anything but predictable. Reading these passages we 
are encouraged to trust Jesus’ work in our own lives, moving out of our bubble into 
the world, to share Jesus where he is not known, to the tasks he has given us, and the 
powerful Word that has been given to us to share. 
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KE Y T H EM ES 
TO LO OK  O U T FOR

In these chapters we see the unfolding of two key verses:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” Acts 1:8

“He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus 
Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!” Acts 28:31

• Jesus and his message on trial through Paul as he witnesses to Jesus powerfully by the 
Spirit.
• The centrality of the resurrection to the gospel message (Acts 23:6; 24:15, 21)
• Paul’s response to opposition and God’s provision in Paul’s defense
• God’s redemptive plans in bringing Jew and Gentile into His kingdom
• Parallels between the life of Paul and the life of Jesus

This is seen in:

What do we know about Luke?

Little detail is known about the author of Luke-Acts. We know that he was a well-
educated doctor (Col 4:14), who had a close relationship with Paul, who described 
him as ‘beloved’. From Luke 1:1-4 it seems he was a second-generation Christian, not 
personally involved in the ministry of Jesus, but had contact with the first eye witnesses, 
and was part of the believing community that formed around the events of Jesus life, 
death and resurrection. He was a fellow traveller with Paul and saw first-hand the 
events that he describes, particularly in these later chapters (21:1-18; 27:1-28:16). He is 
identified in Paul’s letters as being amongst Paul’s companions during his imprisonment 
(Col 4:14; Phlm 24; 2 Tim 4:11).

Luke writes Luke-Acts based on eyewitness accounts, and after careful investigation, so 
that the readers will know the certainty of the things they have been taught (Luke 1:1-
4), motivating and equipping believers to faithfully witness to the gospel.
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O UR SERI ES:
T URNI NG T H E 
WORLD UPSI D E  D OW N
In our series we will see not only Paul’s world turned upside down as he follows 
Jesus, a dramatic transformation in his life from accepted insider and Pharisee, to 
one who is now violently opposed by the religious leaders, following in the footsteps 
of Jesus. But we also see the world itself being turned upside down, as the gospel 
goes forth and as God’s plan unfolds of sending out witnesses of Jesus to “the ends of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

Our hope and prayer is that as we study Acts 21-28 together as a church that the 
Lord will work through us to continue turning the world upside down. Particularly 
that we will:

• Be empowered by the Holy Spirit to, like Paul, preach Christ without hindrance 
and with great boldness

• Have confidence in God’s Word as we answer questions and respond to 
opposition to our faith

• Take the gospel to the ends of the earth, and wherever Christ is not known - in 
our workplaces, at the school gate, as God brings the nations to the Hills, even 
perhaps as missionaries to a place where Jesus is not known
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H ELP F UL RESO U RCES
Bible Project video - Acts 13-28
Click HERE to watch

COMMENTARIES
Acts 13-28 for You - R. Albert Mohler
Acts - The Bible Speaks Today - John Stott
Acts - I. - Howard Marshall (Tyndale Commentary Series)

MORE TECHNICAL
The Acts of the Apostles - David Peterson

PODCASTS
Knowing Faith - Episodes # 76, 78, 80
Help Me Teach the Bible - Episode July 23 2015 - Michael Lawrence on Acts

APOLOGETICS AND SHARING YOUR FAITH
As you study through Acts 21-28, your small group will hopefully become inspired to witness 
to Jesus in their own lives, standing firm in the face of opposition. Here are some resources to 
encourage them: 

40 rockets by Craig Josling
40 encouragement and tips for turbo charging your evangelism at work.

Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions by Greg Koukl - Tired 
of finding yourself flat-footed and intimidated in conversations? Want to increase your confidence 
and skill in discussions with family, friends, and coworkers? Gregory Koukl offers practical 
strategies to help you stay in the driver’s seat as you maneuver comfortably and graciously in any 
conversation about your Christian convictions.

Questioning Evangelism: Engaging People’s Hearts the Way Jesus Did by Randy 
Newman -  Practical insights to help Christians engage others in meaningful spiritual 
conversations. He challenges us to examine how we think about people, their questions, and our 
crucial message.

Undeceptions Podcast - with John Dickson - Exploring an aspect of life, faith, history, 
culture, or ethics that is either much misunderstood or mostly forgotten. With the help of people 
who know what they’re talking about, we’ll be trying to ‘undeceive ourselves’, and let the truth 
‘out’. You might start with episode 24: LGBTI Christian with Rachel Gibson, or episode 17: 
Hindu Priest with Rahil Patel.

Three Chords and the Truth Podcast - Timothy Paul Jones and Garrick Bailey join top 
biblical scholars to explore evidence for the truth of Christianity and to examine the greatest hits 
in the history of rock and roll from a theological point of view. You might start with episode 12: 
Avengers: Endgame.

St Paul’s testimonies - Check out the testimonies of Jesus’ transformation in their lives from 
five people at St Paul’s.

I am Second videos - Well-known Christians share their testimony of how Jesus has 
transformed their life.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-17KxpjL0Q
https://www.koorong.com/product/acts-13-28-for-you-gods-word-for-you-series-r-albert-mohler-jr_9781909919945?ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fsearch%2Fresults%3Fw%3DACTS%2B13-28%2BFOR%2BYOU
https://www.koorong.com/product/message-of-acts-the-to-the-ends-of-the-earth-2020-bible-speaks_9781789741483?ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fsearch%2Fresults%3Fw%3Dthe%2Bbible%2Bspeaks%2Btoday%2Bacts
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/knowing-faith/id1274228164
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/help-me-teach-the-bible/michael-lawrence-on-acts/
https://matthiasmedia.com.au/products/40-rockets
https://www.koorong.com/product/tactics-a-game-plan-for-discussing-your-christian-convictions_9780310282921
https://www.koorong.com/product/questioning-evangelism-randy-newman_9780825497469?ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fsearch%2Fresults%3Fw%3DQuestioning%2BEvangelism%253A%2BEngaging%2BPeople%25E2%2580%2599s%2BHearts%2Bthe%2BWay%2BJesus%2BDid%2Bby%2BRandy%2BNewman
https://www.koorong.com/product/questioning-evangelism-randy-newman_9780825497469?ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fsearch%2Fresults%3Fw%3DQuestioning%2BEvangelism%253A%2BEngaging%2BPeople%25E2%2580%2599s%2BHearts%2Bthe%2BWay%2BJesus%2BDid%2Bby%2BRandy%2BNewman
https://undeceptions.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/three-chords-and-the-truth-the-apologetics-podcast/id1454538161
https://stpauls.church/jesus/
https://www.iamsecond.com/film/
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po wer  when th e  Hol y 
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and you wi l l  be  m y 
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and in  al l  Judea  and 
S amar ia, and to  th e 
ends  of  the  ear th

ACTS 1:8



11

S T U D Y  O N E
A C T S  21 : 1 - 3 6

A C C O R D I N G  T O  H I S  W I L L
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Study 1 - Acts 21:1-36
ACCORDING TO HIS WILL

Recap of Acts 1-20 and introduction to Acts 21-28

Spend some time recapping Acts 1-20 by either:
Watching the Bible Project video for Acts 13-28 which includes a recap of chapters 1-12
The summary sheet for the video can be found here
Sharing passages and highlights from the previous two series as a group

Introduction 

At the start of Acts 21 we see the conclusion of Paul’s third missionary journey (vv 1-16) 
and then Paul beginning the final phase of his life and ministry. In this chapter Paul reaches 
Jerusalem, meets with the local church, and is met by a city in uproar.

Questions

1. Read 21:1-14  Paul travels through different areas, meeting with the local churches. 
What warnings (v4, 11-12) and what encouragements do they give to Paul as he heads to 
Jerusalem (v 5, 13)? How does Paul respond?

2. Read 21:15-26. Here Paul arrives in Jerusalem and is warmly received by the local 
believers and gives them a report on God’s work amongst the Gentiles. What are the elders 
concerned about for Paul (vv20-25)? What are Paul’s opponents saying about him (v21)?

https://vimeo.com/194726425
https://open.life.church/items/179224-poster-jpg
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3. Where else in Acts and Paul’s writing have we seen similar discussions about the 
importance of the law in the life of Christians? 

 

4. How does Paul show his desire to be at one with the Jewish Christians (v 26)? Why did 
Paul participate in rites of the Jewish law when he was in Jerusalem?

5. Read 21:27-36. What do the Jews from Asia accuse Paul of doing (vv 27-29)? Why is this 
so controversial? How does the crowd respond?



14

MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
Paul chooses to curb his own freedom and wants for the sake of the gospel. Where might 
you be tempted to choose your own desires rather than wanting to see others hear the 
gospel?

As we begin this study, reflect on how you feel about being criticised or suffering for the 
sake of the gospel? Share stories where this might have happened. Pray for each other as we 
begin this series, that God will work in and through us as witness to Jesus, in spite of any 
opposition we might receive. 

Paul’s relationship with the local churches is close and strong, they are like family. How does 
this challenge you as a small group as you begin the term?

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• St Paul’s Children’s Ministry: For Linda Stephens and Naomi Pigot as they lead the 
Ministry. 

• For Kids Alive (Sunday morning Kids’ program) and KidsConnect (Playgroup) and for 
the kids and families to be growing in Christ as they study Acts 21-28 together.
 
• Abby & Rod Bishop (Kayla, Zac and Jayden) - as they serve at the European Christian 
Mission Head Office in Sydney, with a focus on placing gospel workers in teams to 
reach every country in Europe. Rod is the Business Manager, and Abby is the Missions 
Engagement Officer.
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S T U D Y  T W O
A C T S  21 : 3 7 -  2 2 : 2 9

T R A N S F O R M A T I O N
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Study 2 - Acts 21:37 - 22:29
TRANSFORMATION

Introduction 

Following on from the riot in Jerusalem we saw in Acts 21, Paul now defends himself before 
the mob on the steps of the Roman barracks. The basis for Paul’s defense are 3 C’s - his 
credentials, his conversion story, and his commissioning to take the gospel to the Gentiles.

Questions

1. Read 21:37-22:2 - In the passage last week we saw Paul treated with violence, a false 
accusation and wrong evidence. In today’s passage the commander accuses him of being a 
leader of terrorists. How does he respond to all of this (vv 1-2a)?

2. Read 22:3-5. In these verses Paul begins his defense with his credentials. How is this 
beginning important for persuading his audience



17

3. Read 22:6-16. If Paul had stopped his speech at v5, the crowd would have applauded 
him. But instead Paul turns his attention to describing his conversion. 
Why is it important for the audience to hear these details?

4. Read 22:17-22. Here Paul now outlines his commissioning by Jesus to preach the gospel 
to the Gentiles. Which elements would stand out to his Jewish listeners?

5. As Paul speaks to the crowd, he seeks to persuade them but also doesn’t pull any punches. 
He allows the offense of the gospel to be heard, and doesn’t water it down. How does 
Paul’s response encourage us as we face the temptation to change the gospel to make it less 
offensive?

6. Read 22:23-29. What was the commander’s plan for getting to the heart of the situation? 
What is the final piece revealed about Paul’s background that avoids his torture?
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
In what ways can you see God’s hand in the details of your background that are helpful to 
share the gospel in your life - in your neighbourhood, family, at work, school? 

When have you had the opportunity to share your personal testimony with someone, either 
of your conversion or God’s continuing work in your life? Pray for each other for God to 
provide opportunities this week. You might look at one of the testimonies listed in the 
resources. 

If you had two minutes to explain to someone how your life has been transformed by grace, 
what would you say?

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• Youth Ministry - For Pat Jones and Emma Sibley as they lead the ministry of Crossfire, 
D-teams and Sunday 68. 

• Seniors Ministry - For Ken Allen as he leads this ministry, and for the Seniors Friendship 
Group and Prime Time

• Brendan and Karina (Annabelle), serving in South East Asia with Interserve. Providing 
sustainable development through an organic fair trade crop to cup coffee business and 
introducing people to Jesus through relationship.
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S T U D Y  T H R E E
A C T S  2 2 : 3 0  -  2 3 : 3 5

G R A C E  U N D E R  P R E S S U R E
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Study 3 - Acts 22:30 - 23:35
GRACE UNDER PRESSURE

Introduction 

Following his arrest and almost being flogged, Paul now addresses the Sanhedrin, and we 
continue to see God’s hand in Paul’s defense. The original accusation of defiling the temple 
is forgotten for a time. He is struck by the High Priest and an argument breaks out over 
Paul’s hope of the resurrection of the dead. More than forty men take a solemn oath to kill 
Paul, but Paul’s nephew tells the Roman commander, and an escort of soldiers deliver him 
safely to Caesarea with a letter for Governor Felix.

Questions

1. Read 22:30-23:5. How does Paul’s statement and response here compare with Jesus 
when on trial (John 18:19-23)? Is Paul’s response (v 3,5) justified?

2.Read 23:6-11. Paul raises an issue that not only divides the Sadduccees and Pharisees, 
but also is at the heart of the gospel message - the resurrection of the dead. Why is this so 
important?
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3. While the message in v11 is spoken specifically to Paul, how does it encourage you to 
keep sharing the gospel with people around you? 

4. Read 23:12-22. What do these verses tell you about the level of opposition towards Paul? 
Where do we see God’s hand in what happens?

5. Read 23:23-35. What do these verses tell us about the seriousness of the situation?

 

6. As you read Claudius’ letter, what is missing?
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
As you consider the worldwide persecuted church, who often face violent opposition for 
their faith, how are you challenged to pray for and support them?

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for you? How does it change how you live in light 
of the resurrection? Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 together.

Have you ever been tempted to leave out uncomfortable parts of the truth? What would it 
look like to tell the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• For our Parish Council and Wardens

• For the ministry of St James Chapel in the retirement village - For Geoff Deutscher, Karen 
Staines and Rob Conway

• Norm and Janelle Gorrie serving with CMS in Kenya as they strengthen believers and 
reach the lost.



I  am a  P har i s ee, 
descended  from 
P har isees . 

I  stand on  t r i al  bec ause 
of  the  hop e of  th e 
resur rect i on of  th e 
dead.

ACTS 23:6
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S T U D Y  F O U R
A C T S  2 4

F O L L O W E R S  O F  T H E  W A Y
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Study 4 - Acts 24
FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY

Introduction 

In Acts 24, Paul stands on trial before Governor Felix, after being safely transported to 
Caesarea. The Jewish leaders present their case represented by a lawyer named Tertullus, and 
then, with God’s help, Paul capably defends himself against their charges. Felix adjourns 
the proceedings without making a decision, and meets with Paul several times, where Paul 
speaks about faith in Christ. Paul is left in prison for two years until Felix is succeeded by 
Porcius Festus. 

Questions

1. Read Acts 24:1-9. How would you describe Tertullus’ arguing of the case? What 
accusations do the Jewish leaders bring against Paul?

2. How do these charges compare to those brought against Jesus in Luke 23:1-5?
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3. In verses 10-21 we read Paul’s defense. What are the main points of his defense?

4. How does Paul’s defense compare to Tertullus’ speech? 

5. Read verses 22-27. What decision does Felix make about the trial? Why do you think he 
makes this decision?

6. How does God use this decision for the growth of his kingdom? Where do we see God’s 
hand in this?
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
As we look at how Paul defends himself against false accusations, what can we learn as we 
might face the same for following Jesus?

When are you tempted to live under the fear of people rather than the fear of God? What 
would it look like to have the freedom to live only in the fear of God?

Who have you decided in your life would never respond to the gospel, and so you haven’t 
talked to them about Jesus? What encourages you as you look at Felix’s response?

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• Care Ministry at St Paul’s and for the Care and Assistant Discipleship Minister Jo Gibbs 
as she leads the teams. Please be praying for the Sunday Care Teams at each of our services, 
prayer ministry, practical care, Help at Home Days, and the many teams providing care and 
support to people across our church

• John & Fiona (Zeke and Clay) - as they serve at the SIM-Australia Head Office, having 
returned from South Asia, and are now considering opportunities for service overseas in 
future. 
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S T U D Y  F I V E
A C T S  2 5 : 1 - 2 2

I N  G O D  W E  T R U S T
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Study 5 - Acts 25:1-22
IN GOD WE TRUST

Introduction 

Paul first testified before the Sanhedrin in Acts 23:1-3. The following night the Lord stood 
next to Paul and told him that he also must testify in Rome (23:11). Felix is succeeded by 
Portius Festus (Acts 24:27). In Acts 25:1-22 the Jewish Leaders again lay accusations and 
charges against Paul before  Festus where he conducted a trial. Festus sees no evidence of 
wrongdoing according to  the charges against Paul  and consults King Agrippa. 

Questions

1.Read 25:1-5. What do you notice about the requests of the High Priests, and Porcius 
Festus’ response?

2. Read 25:6-8. Why does Paul specifically defend himself against any wrongdoing towards 
the Jewish Law, the Temple and Caesar? 
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3. Considering the relationship between the Jewish Leaders and The Governing Authorities 
under Festus. Why is it important that Paul stands firm and appeals to Caesar? (v9-12) 

 

4. Read Philippians 1:18-26 and Acts 25:11. What do you notice about Paul’s 
commitment to Jesus and the Gospel? 

5. What do you notice about Festus’ account of Paul’s trial (v16-21) 

6. In what way does our culture affect the proclamation of the Gospel?  How does the 
Gospel continue to advance despite these challenges? 
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
Discuss what characteristics of God that you may have little trust in when confronted with 
opposition to the Gospel? 

What reasons do people oppose the gospel today? How do people respond to the idea of the 
resurrection?

What would it look like for you to proclaim the kingdom of God and Preach the Gospel 
with boldness and without hindrance?
(May be an opportunity to evaluate one’s commitment to sharing The Good News)
Discuss what boldness looks like in this era. 

What causes hindrance in our preaching of the gospel / In what ways do you doubt the 
power of the word?

When was the last time you told someone about the hope you have in Jesus? If it’s been a 
while, assess why? (May be helpful to share tips as to what someone found helpful and what 
was hard going in the process)

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• The Young Adults ministry and Sam Haywood as he leads the Young Adults team.

• Scripture teaching in local primary and high schools.

• Graeme and Susan Liersch, serving with Bush Church Aid in Longreach / Barcaldine - 
Graeme has oversight of the parishes of Barcaldine and Longreach, and Susan is a part-time 
chaplain at Longreach High School.
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S T U D Y  S I X
A C T S  2 5 : 2 3  - 2 6 : 3 2

W H O  I S  O N  T R I A L
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Study 6 - Acts 25:23-26:32
WHO IS ON TRIAL

Introduction 

This Passage leads us to see Paul yet again defending the Good News he is preaching, this 
time in front of King Agrippa. Paul is given permission to speak and gives his defence in a 
different manner to Felix and Festus. Instead of presenting his defence in a political way, he 
shares his testimony of the Damascus road to Agrippa and makes his defence on religious 
grounds. Agrippa finds Paul innocent of any wrongdoing. 

Questions

1.Read Acts 25:23-27. What do you notice about Festus’ introduction and account of 
Paul’s previous trial? 

2. What message do you think Paul is trying to communicate to King Agrippa in his 
opportunity to defend himself? (Acts 26:4-18)
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3. What similarities are there between Paul’s commissioning and God’s call on His 
appointed leaders in the Old Testament? (Moses - Exodus 3, Joshua - Joshua 1:1-9, Isaiah - 
Isaiah 6:1-13)

4.  What was Paul sent to do (Acts 26:18)? Is there a difference to what Paul was sent to do, 
and what Jesus did? 

5. How did Festus and Agrippa respond to Paul’s testimony and defense (Acts 26:24-32)? 
Have you ever been told that you sound “insane” when talking to someone about the 
Gospel? Is our attitude the same as Paul’s in Acts 26:29? What can hinder us from this 
conviction? 

6. What parallels can you see between Paul’s Trial and Jesus Trial?
Innocence - Luke 23:4,14-15,22,41. 
Righteousness - Luke 23:47
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
How often do you intentionally speak and act in a way that sticks out as different to those 
around you? 

Do you often look at other Christians around you and base what witnessing is of their 
words and actions, rather than what the Bible teaches you? 

Has the opportunity to remain comfortable ever stopped you from sharing your testimony? 
If so why do you think that someone may shy away from an opportunity to share their 
testimony?

Discuss how you have / witnessed someone talk about their own relationship with Christ 
before. 

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• Discipleship ministry at church and Paul Lucas as he leads the Discipleship Team

• For small group leaders across the church, for their encouragement and growth and the 
raising up of new leaders.

• For those involved in reading the Bible 121 with others and for the growth of this 
ministry for sharing the gospel and growth as disciples.



. . . t h e  M e s s iah would 
suf f er  a nd, as  the 
f irst  t o  r is e  f rom  the 
dead , would br ing the 
messa ge  of  l ight  to  his 
o w n p eople  and to  the 
Gent i les.

ACTS 26:23
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S T U D Y  S E V E N
A C T S  2 7

T R U S T  G O D  A T  H I S  W O R D
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Study 7 - Acts 27
TRUST GOD AT HIS WORD

Introduction 

This passage brings us to Paul’s journey to Rome where he was sent by Festus to stand 
before Caesar after Paul appealed to Caesar and commissioned by God to bear witness to 
the gentiles and authorities (Luke 12:11-12) On the way to Rome, Paul and other prisoners 
enter a storm and end up shipwrecked on the Island of Malta. While working through this 
passage, we see a common theme of God’s sovereignty over all situations and providence as 
He protects Paul. We see that the Gospel is moving at full steam ahead to reach “the ends of 
the earth” despite any ‘speed bumps’ along the way!

Questions

1. Considering the collective party language used by Luke in this section (“we”, naming 
followers of Jesus that were with them on the Journey) what can see about the character 
traits of Luke, and Aristarchus? What can we take away from knowing these things?

2. What similarities can you see between Paul’s Journey to Rome and Jesus’ Journey to 
Jerusalem? Why is this important?
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3. Read 27:21-38. What can we learn from Paul about the way he addresses the situations? 

4.  Upon who does Paul base his encouragement to the fellow travellers? What would it 
mean for you if you were the only one in a room who had faith that God was going to 
deliver you from a situation like Paul’s? 

5. Why do you think Paul is able to stand spiritually and mentally strong in Chapter 27?
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
What would it look like for you to progress the Gospel even if it meant you had to leave 
things behind? If you were persecuted? If justice did not come your way? Would you still be 
up for taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth? Do you have the same convictions about 
the gospel as Paul has even in the midst of hardship?

Discuss ways to stand strong with one another as you partner in the going out of the 
Gospel. 

In what ways could you be encouraging those around you the same way that Paul 
encouraged those around him during the storm? 

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• The St Paul’s Staff team - particularly working in finance, managing and maintaining the 
property, administration and their hard work behind the scenes.

• Nairobi Chapel & Compassion - our Link church in Kenya. Pray for Nairobi Chapel and 
her daughter churches – that may they serve the urban church well, proclaiming Christ’s 
love and equipping the community to sustain physical needs. Pray also for our link with 
Lifespring Chapel and Compassion where we have built an HIV Clinic and many of our 
sponsor kids from St Paul’s attend that church. Prayer for our Compassion sponsor kids in 
Kenya and the Philippines, that God will protect and sustain them, that they will grow in 
love and knowledge of Jesus, and that their families may benefit from our sponsorship.
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S T U D Y  E I G H T
A C T S  2 8 : 1 - 15

P A T T E R N  O F  T H E  W O R D
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Study 8 - Acts 28:1-15
PATTERN OF THE WORD

Introduction 

This passage walks us through Paul’s time on the Island of Malta and his arrival at Rome. 
Again the theme of God’s provision and protection are present as a snake bites Paul, but he 
is not effected. God’s provision is then seen again in the healing of Publis’s Father and those 
who were sick on the Island. Upon reaching Rome Paul is greeted by believers from Puteoli 
and Rome. This is a sign that the gospel has even reached Rome! 

Questions

1. Why do you think Luke included the story of Paul being bitten by the snake? What does 
that tell us about God (Read v1-6)

2. Interestingly the local people in Malta go from calling Paul a murderer to calling Paul 
a god. Knowing what you do now about Paul and his Journey. What would you tell these 
locals? 
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3. Read v7-10. The Gospel is the reason both Jesus and Paul are on mission. Jesus’ mission 
was to seek and save the Lost, and Paul’s mission is to tell people about the one who seeks 
and saves the lost. Both Jesus and Paul did not solely set out to heal people of sickness, yet 
they do along the way. What do you think Luke is trying to remind us of about the Gospel 
in light of v8-9. What part do you think healing plays in the spread of the Word? Does the 
word have validity without healing? 

4.  Have you ever considered Jesus and the scripture as unstoppable? Discuss your thoughts. 

5. Read v11-15 and Romans 1:8-16. What do you notice that is common between Paul 
and those who came to meet him in Rome? How can they be “united” as Paul has not yet 
ministered in Rome?

6. How do you view your brothers and sisters in Christ? Do you see each other purely as 
just friends? Or do you consider them partners in the Gospel? What difference does it make 
to you knowing that Jesus creates and builds his church giving support for the growth of the 
word?
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
Discuss God’s Sovereignty, power and protection in regards to the advancement of the 
Gospel and how that affects the Church. 
 
Knowing that the Gospel itself is unstoppable, what can you do to make sure you don’t get 
in the way of the Gospel being preached? What can you do to ensure the Gospel is reaching 
the ends of the earth. 

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

• The Production Team and Communications ministries at St Pauls. For our music teams, 
tech teams and for the ministry of City Alight.

• International Justice Mission - A global organisation partnering with local justice systems 
to end violence against people living in property, and working to end slavery in our life-
time.
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S T U D Y  N I N E
A C T S  2 8 : 16 - 31

M Y  K I N G D O M  R U L E S
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Study 9 - Acts 28:16-31
MY KINGDOM RULES

Introduction 

In this section we see Paul preaching in Rome under guard. Paul is under house arrest and 
Luke tells us in v30 that Paul ministered for two whole years from his rented house. This is 
significant because:
 a) The gospel is reaching “the ends of the earth” by being preached in the centre of  
 the Roman Empire. 
 b) We now see that salvation is offered to both Jew AND Gentile
 c) We see how unstoppable the Word of God is in reaching Rome. 

The ending leaves open the continued journey of the word and its power to save.

Questions

1. Read 28:17-20. Who is “the hope of Israel? And why does Paul use the language of 
“bound by this chain”? 

2.What do you notice about the attitude of the Jews towards Paul and the Gospel in v21-
22? Do you think some people in our culture  have the same response about the true gospel 
nowadays? 

3. How does the Law of Moses and the Prophets relate to the Kingdom of God and Jesus? 
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4.  Read v24-27. What similarities can you see throughout these passages about Israel? 

 

5. How do you think v26-27 relate to our culture and yourself today?

6. What have you noticed about the Gospel throughout the book of Acts? 

7. What are you going to take away from the story of The Apostle Paul and his relentless 
pursuit to take the Gospel to the ends of the Earth?  
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MAKI NG I T ST ICK 
Are you bound to the work of Christ, or is it a small side project in your life? 

P RAYER
In addition to responding to today’s passage and praying for your group members, please be 
praying for:

For our whole St Paul’s church community, that we would have God’s heart and compassion 
for the lost, being witnesses to Jesus wherever he has placed us, preaching Jesus boldly and 
without hindrance, and with a heart to see the whole world come to know Jesus.



He  p roc l aime d the 
kingd om  o f  God and 
taugh t  a bout  the  L ord 
Jes u s  C h r is t—w ith al l 
bold ness  and w ithout 
hin d r a nc e !
ACTS 28:31
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S E R M O N  N O T E S
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SERMON 1: 26TH JULY
ACTS 21:1-36 - ACCORDING TO HIS WILL 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 2: 2ND AUGUST
ACTS 21:37-22:29 - TRANSFORMATION
 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 3: 9TH AUGUST
ACTS 22:30-23:35 - GRACE UNDER PRESSURE
 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 4: 16TH AUGUST
ACTS 24 - FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY
 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 5: 23RD AUGUST
ACTS 25:1-22 - IN GOD WE TRUST 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 6: 30TH AUGUST
ACTS 25:23-26:32 - WHO IS ON TRIAL 

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 7: 6TH SEPTEMBER
ACTS 27 - TRUST GOD AT HIS WORD

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 8: 13TH SEPTEMBER
ACTS 28:1-15 - PATTERN OF THE WORD

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application
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SERMON 9: 20TH SEPTEMBER
ACTS 28:16-31 - MY KINGDOM RULES

Sermon Notes 

Personal Application




