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At St Paul's we are committed to growing as disciples of Jesus, spurring each other
ontoknowandgrowin Jesus. We know that God works through His Word powerfully
to teach and transform us. We therefore know the importance of seeing God's
Word regularly sown into our lives, through our sermon series and also during the
week.

We see this process as we daily open God's Word and depend on Him in prayer.
We also grow as we meet in our households and study groups to read God's Word
together.

Over time we've seen that as we study the passage from God's Word together,
that God builds depth in our understanding, stronger application in our lives, and
encouragement in our households and church as we learn together.

As we together dig into the idea of Apologetics this term, we are exploring the
concepts in at least three ways...

CHURCH

Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to church or keep it handy
when you watch church online. Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.
Then, be ready to reflect on these personally, as you meet with someone 1:1, and
as you meet up with your small group.

SMALL GROUPS

Take this guide with you to your small group each week. There are Bible studies
for each topic within the Challenging Christianity series, with space to write down
your answers plus prayer points that arise from the study and prayer requests from
the members of your group.

FAMILY DEVOTIONS

Use your family devotions time to open up the concept of Apologetics or Questions
people have together as a household (keeping the devotions suitable for a range of
ages). You can open up the passages at dinner time, just before bed, or as you are
baby-sitting your grandchildren.



SETTING THE SCENE

The purpose of this series is to build upon what we have learned from Romans 8.
- How do we defend this faith we now enjoy?
If it is true that there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, can we
defend it?
If it is true that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God, we
want people to have the opportunity to know this.

As we are reminded in 1 Peter 3:15-16, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in
Christ may be ashamed of their slander.”

SO WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

Apologetics is a defence of the faith so we might move forward with the gospel. It
helps to break down barriers so the truth of the gospel, which is the power of God
to salvation, might be delivered.

HELPFUL RESOURCES
Confronting Christianity Reason for God
Rebecca McLaughlin Timothy Keller
Joined Up Life Undeceptions podcast
Andrew Cameron John Dickson
(You will have to wade through these
Questioning Christianity but topics are well defined)

Dan Paterson

QC -Facebook QC-Online



The breakdown for our teaching series will be as follows:

30 April 2023

7 May 2023

14 May 2023

21 May 2023

28 May 2023

4 June 2023

11 June 2023

18 June 2023

How can you know the Bible is true?
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Luke 1:1-4

How can you say there is only one faith?
Colossians 1:15-20; John 14:6

Can't we just be good without God?
Mark 10:17-31

Does religion cause violence?
Luke 23:26-38

Does science disprove God?
Genesis 1:27-2:1

Does Christianity crush diversity?
Galatians 3:28; Revelation 7:9

How could a loving God send people to hell?
Luke 22:39-44

How can God allow suffering?
Revelation 21:1-4; Romans 5:1-4



WEEK T NOTES

HOW CAN YOU KNOW THE BIBLE IS TRUE?
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Luke 1:1-4



Q: HOW CAN YOU KNOW THE BIBLE IS TRUE?
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Luke 1:1-4

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people question
whether the Bible is true?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that the Bible is not true?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?

DID YOU KNOW........

No archaeological discovery has contradicted anything in the Bible, e.g. a recent
discovery of coins with Pontius Pilate's name engraved on them, the Pool of Siloam,
& "the Pavement’, all are mentioned in the Bible.

Records from other historians outside the Bible, such as Pliny, Josephus and Tacitus,
support what is written in the Bible.

Translations and versions of the Bible are direct translations of the original language
and text (Old Testament in Hebrew, New Testament in Greek) not “translations of
translations of translations”.



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Keith Baker. Pray that God will sustain him in his time as Acting Senior Minister.
That God will grant him wisdom in decisions he needs to make.

Our wardens, that God will grant them wisdom as they steward our finances
and property.

Rod and Abby Bishop, in their roles at ECM (European Christian Mission)

Our church family, that we will grow in our love and knowledge of Jesus.

Pray that we will remain faithful to the Word of God and seek to know him better
as he reveals himself in it.

Group member's prayer points:



HOW CAN YOU SAY THERE IS ONLY ONE FAITH?
Colossians 1:15-20; John 14:6
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Q: HOW CAN YOU SAY THERE IS ONLY ONE FAITH?
Colossians 1:15-20; John 14:6

1. Understanding the question: In your experience what are some of the reasons
people have with the claim that there is only one legitimate faith?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that there is only one faith?

3. How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages would you use to support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Ben Razey as he leads our youth ministries. Ask for wisdom, and for God to
sustain him. Pray that the leaders in youth ministry will show God's love to those
in their care and that many will be won for the kingdom.

Our parish council, that God will grant them wisdom as they steward our finances
and property.

John and Fiona Mclvor. Pray that God will use them in SE Asia in their role as
team leaders. Pray God will sustain them and be with Zeke and Clay.

Give thanks to God that the object of our faith is Jesus and that he rules for
evermore.

Group member's prayer points:



WEEK 3 NOYES

CAN'T WE JUST BE GOOD WITHOUT GOD?
Mark 10:17-31
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Q: CAN'T WE JUST BE GOOD WITHOUT GOD?
Mark 10:17-31

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people question
whether we can be good without God?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that we can be good without God?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Linda Stephens and Naomi Pigot as they lead our children’'s ministries.
Norm and Janelle Gorrie serving with CMS in Kenya, as they strengthen believers
and reach the lost.

Pray for boldness and compassion when answering questions that people have.

Group member's prayer points:



WEEK 4 NOTES

DOES RELIGION CAUSE VIOLENCE?
Luke 23:26-38



4

Q: DOES RELIGION CAUSE VIOLENCE?
Luke 23:26-38
1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people ask the
question, does religion cause violence?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that religion causes violence?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Sunday Care Teams at each of our services, prayer ministry, practical care, Help
at Home Days, and the many teams providing care and support to people across
our church.

The Revd Ruth Walton, Anglican Dean of Nungalinya College, who is serving
with BCA in the Northern Territory. Pray God will keep Ruth well and enthusiastic
as she cares for the indigenous students who come to college.

Group member's prayer points:



WEEK 5 NOTES

DOES SCIENCE DISPROVE GOD?
Genesis 1:27-2:1
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Q: DOES SCIENCE DISPROVE GOD?
Genesis 1:27-2:1

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people claim that
science disproves God?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that science disproves God?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Discipleship ministry at church and Paul Lucas as he leads the Discipleship Team.
Chris and Erin our link missionaries serving in South Asia.

Small Group leaders across the church, for their encouragement and growth
and the raising up of new leaders.

Those involved with Read with Me (one-to-one bible reading) with others. Pray
for the growth of this ministry for sharing the gospel. Pray for growth as disciples.

Group member's prayer points:



DOES CHRISTIANITY CRUSH DIVERSITY?
Galatians 3:28; Revelation 7:9
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Q: DOES CHRISTIANITY CRUSH DIVERSITY?
Galatians 3:28; Revelation 7:9

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people claim that
Christianity crushes diversity?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that Christianity crushes diversity?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Pat Jones and the Young Adults ministry.
Brendan and Karina Pont, that they will be sustained in their new location and
jobs.

Give thanks to God:
For his being generous to us and for the generosity of his people in their giving,
so that ministries in our church can continue.
For his gospel that is changing lives.

Group member's prayer points:



WEEK 7 NOYES

HOW COULD A LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL?
Luke 22:39-44



Q: HOW COULD A LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL?
Luke 22:39-44

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people claim that
God is not loving by sending people to hell?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge the
view that the Bible is not true?

3. Resolving the question. How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

Our intern, Sam Fletcher. Pray that he will enjoy his time, that he will grow in
his love and knowledge of Jesus and that he will make good decisions about
ministry in the future.

Matt and Paula Crowe in Colombia.

Our church family, that we will love one another with our words and our actions
as we disciple each other and, under God, prepare each other for glory.

Group member's prayer points:



HOW CAN GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?
Revelation 21:1-4; Romans 5:1-4



Q: HOW CAN GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?
Revelation 21:1-4; Romans 5:1-4

1. Understanding the question: What are some of the reasons people ask about
God allowing suffering?

2. Challenging the question: What arguments or evidence is there to challenge
this view?

3. Resolving the question: How would you introduce the gospel from this question?

4. What Bible passages support your answer?



PRAYER

In addition to responding to today's passage and praying for your group members,
please be praying for:

City Alight ministry. That God will continue to give them creativity and use the
songs to bless the church.

JessForrester, Scott Lavenderandthe productionteam (both paid and volunteer).
Thank God for their gifts and their work.

Our church family, that we will be able to love others as we have been loved
and will gain a greater understanding of the grace and love God has shown us in
Jesus. Pray that as we relate to each other we will do so with genuine humility
and love. That we will do this for the sake of Jesus' name and the good of our
brothers and sisters.

Group member's prayer points:
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